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Attention Parents 

Room 105 is available for nursing mothers. 

Our nursery is available 15 mins prior to the service for infants – 3 yrs 

(Rooms 101 & 102). Parents who would like them to receive 

Communion are invited to pick them up at the Peace. 

After the Children’s Talk, children 4 yrs  – 5th grade may process to our 

Kids’ Church program in the Children’s Chapel (Hunt Rooms).  

They will be brought back after the Peace. 



 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

THE  

SECOND 

SUNDAY 

OF 

ADVENT 
 

AT 

CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION 

 
A Worshipping Community; 

Equipping God’s People; 

Sharing Christ’s Healing with a Broken World 
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THE ORDER FOR A SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 

 

THE PRELUDE 

 

“Prelude” from Cello Suite No. 1 in G Major, BWV 1007 by J. S. Bach 

 Janelle Sands, cello 

 

 

THE ACCLAMATION 

 

Celebrant Surely the Lord is coming soon. 

People Amen. Come Lord Jesus! 
 Revelation 22:20 

 

 

THE COLLECT FOR PURITY 

 

The Celebrant and People pray together 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 

you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 

inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 

worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

THE SUMMARY OF THE LAW 

 

The Celebrant prays  

Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ says: You shall love the Lord your God 

with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is 

the first and great commandment. And the second is like it: You shall love 

your neighbor as yourself. On these two commandments depend all the 

Law and the Prophets.     Matthew 22:37-40 

 

THE KYRIE 

 

Celebrant Lord, have mercy 

People Christ, have mercy 

Celebrant Lord, have mercy 
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THE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION OF SIN 

  

Assisting Priest   Let us humbly confess our sins to Almighty God.  

 

Please kneel as you are able. 

A brief silence will be kept.  

 

Assisting Priest and People together pray 

Most merciful God,  

 we confess that we have sinned against you  

 in thought, word and deed,  

 by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  

We have not loved you with our whole heart;  

 we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.   

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,   

 have mercy on us and forgive us;  

 that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways,  

 to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 

The Celebrant stands and says  

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who in his great mercy has promised 

forgiveness of sins to all those who sincerely repent and with true faith 

turn to him, have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your 

sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and bring you to 

everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 

 

“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”            vv1 & 5       Blue Hymnal #56 

  

During the singing of this hymn, members of the congregation will light 

two candles in the Advent Wreath. 

 

1) O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel,  

that mourns in lowly exile here until the Son of God appear. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel! 

 

5) O come, thou Key of David, come, and open wide our heavenly home;  

make safe the way that leads on high, and close the path to misery. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel! 
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A SONG OF WORSHIP 

“Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus” Words: Charles Wesley 

 Music: Hyfrydol, Rowland Hugh Prichard 

 

1) Come, thou long-expected Jesus, born to set thy people free;  

from our fears and sins release us, let us find our rest in thee. 

Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art:  

dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart. 

 

2) Born thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a king,  

born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring. 

By thine own eternal Spirit rule in all our hearts alone;  

by thine all-sufficient merit raise us to thy glorious throne. 

 

 

THE CHILDREN’S TALK 

Father Jonathan 

 

Children through 5th grade are invited to come forward. 

Afterwards, parents may bring infants – age 3 to the nursery 

(Rooms 101 and 102). Children age 4 - 5th grade are invited to 

process to our Kids’ Church program in the Children’s Chapel  

(Hunt Rooms). They will be brought back during the Peace. 

 

 The congregation stands and sings as the children process. 

 

 

“Ready Our Hearts (Refrain)” by Noel Jabbour and Elise Massa 

 

Ready our hearts, ready our homes, ready a people, prepared. 

Ready your church, ready your world! 

Ready a people, prepared for the coming of the Lord. 

 
© 2019 WithOneAccord Music. ARR. UBP. 

 

 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 

 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you.  

People And with your spirit.  

Celebrant  Let us pray.   
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The Celebrant continues 

Blessed Lord, who caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our 

learning: Grant us so to hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest 

them, that by patience and the comfort of your holy Word we may embrace 

and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, which you have 

given us in our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The People are seated. 

 

 

THE LESSONS 

 

THE FIRST READING  

Romans 15:1-13 

Read by Erika Twichell 
 

15 1We who are strong ought to put up with the failings of the weak, and 

not to please ourselves. 2Each of us must please our neighbor for the good 

purpose of building up the neighbor. 3For Christ did not please himself; 

but, as it is written, “The insults of those who insult you have fallen on 

me.” 4For whatever was written in former days was written for our 

instruction, so that by steadfastness and by the encouragement of the 

scriptures we might have hope. 

 
5May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in 

harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, 6so that 

together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord 

Jesus Christ.  

 
7Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the 

glory of God. 8For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the 

circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order that he might confirm 

the promises given to the patriarchs, 9and in order that the Gentiles might 

glorify God for his mercy.  

 

As it is written, “Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles, and sing 

praises to your name;” 10and again he says, “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his 

people;” 11and again, “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the 

peoples praise him;” 12and again Isaiah says, “The root of Jesse shall come, 

the one who rises to rule the Gentiles; in him the Gentiles shall hope.”  

Continued 
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13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that 

you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.  

 

Reader The Word of the Lord.           

People  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

The People stand and recite the psalm as directed. 

 

 

PSALM 72:1-15 

1 

Give the King your judgments, O God, *  

 and your righteousness to the King’s son. 
2 

Then shall he judge your people with righteousness *  

 and defend the poor with justice. 
3 

The mountains also shall bring peace, * 

 and the little hills righteousness to the people. 
4 

He shall vindicate the poor among the people, * 

 defend the children of the poor, and punish the wrongdoer. 
5 

They shall fear you as long as the sun and moon endure, *  

 from one generation to another. 
6 

He shall come down like the rain upon the mown grass, *  

 even as showers that water the earth. 
7 

In his time shall the righteous flourish, * 

 even an abundance of peace, so long as the moon endures. 
8 

His dominion shall be also from one sea to the other, *  

 and from the river unto the world’s end. 
9 

Those who dwell in the wilderness shall kneel before him; *  

 his enemies shall lick the dust. 
10 

The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall give presents; *  

 the kings of Arabia and Seba shall bring gifts. 
11 

All kings shall fall down before him; *  

 all nations shall do him service. 
12 

For he shall deliver the poor when he cries, * 

 the needy also, and the one that has no helper. 
13 

He shall be favorable to the lowly and needy, *  

 and shall preserve the lives of the poor. 
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14 

He shall deliver them from falsehood and wrong, *  

 and dear shall their blood be in his sight. 
15 

Long may he live! And unto him shall be given the gold of Arabia; * 

 prayer shall ever be made unto him, and daily shall he be blessed. 

 

The People are seated. 

 

 

THE GOSPEL   

Matthew 3:1-12 

Read by Deacon Jess 

 

Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ  

 according to Matthew. 

People      Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 

3 1In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius 

Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his 

brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias 

ruler of Abilene, 2during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the 

word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 3He went 

into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance 

for the forgiveness of sins, 4as it is written in the book of the words of the 

prophet Isaiah, “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare 

the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. 5Every valley shall be filled, 

and every mountain and hill shall be made low, and the crooked shall be 

made straight, and the rough ways made smooth; 6and all flesh shall see 

the salvation of God.’ ” 

    

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

 

THE SERMON 

Father Jonathan 

 

THE NICENE CREED 

 

Celebrant Let us confess our faith in the words of the Nicene Creed: 
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Celebrant and People together say 

We believe in one God,  

 the Father, the Almighty,  

 maker of heaven and earth,  

 of all that is, visible and invisible.  

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

 the only-begotten Son of God,  

 eternally begotten of the Father,  

 God from God, Light from Light,  

 true God from true God, begotten, not made,  

 of one Being with the Father;  

 through him all things were made.  

 For us and for our salvation  

 he came down from heaven,  

 was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,  

 and was made man.  

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  

 he suffered death and was buried.  

 On the third day he rose again  

 in accordance with the Scriptures;  

 he ascended into heaven  

 and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

 and his kingdom will have no end.  

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit,  

 the Lord, the giver of life,  

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,  

 who has spoken through the prophets.  

 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  

 We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  

 We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

 and the life of the world to come.  

 Amen. 

 

Please kneel as you are able. 
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THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Led by Nate Twichell 

 

After each petition  

Intercessor Lord, in your mercy  

People Hear our prayer. 

 

The Celebrant concludes   

Heavenly Father, grant these our prayers for the sake of Jesus Christ, our 

only Mediator and Advocate, who lives and reigns with you in the unity 

of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.  

 

Please stand. 

 

 

THE PEACE 

 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People  And with your spirit.  

 

The Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
 

Parents who would like their infant - 3 year olds to receive Communion 

are invited to pick them up at this time. 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

THE OFFERTORY 

 

The Celebrant says a sentence of Scripture. 

 

The People remain seated as the Music Team sings, the offering plates 

are passed and the table is prepared. 
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SONG 

“Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers”  

   Words: Laurentius Laurenti; tr. Sarah B. Findlater, alt. 

   Music: Elise Massa 

Sung by the Music Team  

 

1) Rejoice! rejoice, believers, and let your lights appear! 

The evening is advancing, and darker night is near. 

The Bridegroom is arising, and soon he will draw nigh; 

up, watch with expectation! at midnight comes the cry. 

 

2) See that your lamps are burning, replenish them with oil; 

look now for your salvation, the end of sin and toil. 

The marriage-feast is waiting, the gates wide open stand; 

rise up, ye heirs of glory, the Bridegroom is at hand! 

 

3) Our hope and expectation, O Jesus, now appear; 

arise, thou Sun so longed for, above this darkened sphere! 

With hearts and hands uplifted, we plead, O Lord, to see 

the day of earth’s redemption, and ever be with thee! 

 

 

The People stand and sing as the tithes and offerings are brought forward. 

 

THE DOXOLOGY Old Hundredth 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. 

Praise him, all creatures here below. 

Praise him above, ye heav’nly host. 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

 

THE SURSUM CORDA 

 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People  And with your spirit. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People  We lift them up to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
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The Celebrant continues  

It is right, our duty and our joy, always and everywhere to give thanks to 

you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Because you sent your 

beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in him 

of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power and great glory 

to judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his 

appearing. 

 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels 

and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to 

proclaim the glory of your Name:  

 

 

THE SANCTUS 
 

All sing together Peter Scholtes setting  

Holy, holy, holy Lord,  

God of pow’r and might. 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Repeat 
 

Hosanna! Hosanna in the highest! 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! 

Hosanna! Hosanna in the highest! 
 

© Peter Scholtes 1996, 1987, F.E.L Publications 

 

The People may kneel or remain standing to pray. 

 

 

THE PRAYER OF CONSECRATION 

 

The Celebrant continues   

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; 

and when we had sinned against you and become subject to evil and death, 

you, in your mercy, sent your only Son Jesus Christ into the world for our 

salvation. By the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary he became flesh and 

dwelt among us. In obedience to your will, he stretched out his arms upon 

the Cross and offered himself once for all, that by his suffering and death 

we might be saved. By his resurrection he broke the bonds of death, 

trampling Hell and Satan under his feet. As our great high priest, he 

ascended to your right hand in glory, that we might come with confidence 

before the throne of grace. 
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On the night that he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and 

when he had given thanks, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, 

“Take, eat; this is my Body which is given for you: Do this in remembrance 

of me.” 

 

Likewise, after supper, Jesus took the cup, and when he had given thanks, 

he gave it to them, saying, “Drink this, all of you; for this is my Blood of 

the New Covenant, which is shed for you, and for many, for the 

forgiveness of sins: Whenever you drink it, do this in remembrance of me.”  

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 

Celebrant and People 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

 

The Celebrant continues 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice 

of praise and thanksgiving, and we offer you these gifts. Sanctify them by 

your Word and Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of 

your Son Jesus Christ. Sanctify us also, that we may worthily receive this 

holy Sacrament, and be made one body with him, that he may dwell in us 

and we in him. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under 

your Christ, and bring us with all your saints into the joy of your heavenly 

kingdom, where we shall see our Lord face to face. 

 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and 

in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honor and glory is yours, 

Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen. 

  

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Celebrant And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us,  

 we are bold to pray,  

 

Celebrant and People together pray 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy Name, 

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
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And forgive us our trespasses,  

 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

 for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

THE FRACTION 

 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated bread. 

 

Celebrant        Christ our Passover Lamb has been sacrificed,  

 once for all upon the cross. 

People            Therefore let us keep the feast.  

 

 

THE PRAYER OF HUMBLE ACCESS 

 

Celebrant and People say together 

We do not presume to come to this, your table,  

 O merciful Lord, 

 trusting in our own righteousness, 

 but in your abundant and great mercies. 

We are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under  

 your table; 

 but you are the same Lord,  

 whose character is always to have mercy. 

Grant us, therefore, gracious Lord, 

 so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ,  

 and to drink his blood, 

 that our sinful bodies may be made clean by his body, 

 and our souls washed through his most precious blood, 

 and that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen.   

 

 

THE MINISTRATION OF COMMUNION 

 

The Celebrant gives this invitation 

The gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that 

Christ died for you and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with 

thanksgiving. 
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THE AGNUS DEI 
 

All sing together Elohim setting 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: 

grant us, grant us your peace. 

 
© 2016 Stacey Regan. UBP ARR. 

 

 

The People are seated. 

 

 

All baptized Christians are invited to come forward to receive the bread 

and wine. Inform the bread bearer if you need a gluten-free wafer. 

 

Please cup your hands so that the bread bearer may  

place a wine-dipped wafer into your hands without making contact.  

 

If for any reason you are not receiving today,  

we still invite you to come forward. 

Simply cross your arms over your chest and the minister will know to 

give you a blessing instead of the sacrament. 

 

 

COMMUNION SONGS 
 

“All the Earth Was Waiting” (Refrain) by Andy Clark and Elise Massa 

 

He is joy to the world, peace on the earth. 

God has come to us, Emmanuel. 

 
© 2022 Andy Clark and Elise Massa / Resound Worship, admin. Jubilate Hymns Ltd. 

 

 

 

“Way Maker” Music Supplement p. 52 

 

1) You are here, moving in our midst; 

I worship you, I worship you. 

You are here, working in this place; 

I worship you, I worship you. 

Repeat 
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Refrain          You are: Way Maker, Miracle Worker,  

 Promise Keeper, Light in the darkness, 

 my God, that is who you are.  

 Repeat 

 

2) You are here, touching every heart; 

I worship you, I worship you. 

You are here, healing every heart; 

I worship you, I worship you. 

 

3) You are here, turning lives around; 

I worship you, I worship you. 

You are here, mending every heart; 

I worship you, I worship you.  Refrain 

 

 

“Oh Give Thanks! (Psalm 107)” Music Supplement p. 34 

 

1) We were wandering in the desert with our souls so starved and weak; 

we were hungry for a homeland we did not know how to seek, 

but we lifted up our voices to the only One who hears, 

and the God of mercy came and brought us near. 

 

2) We were locked out of the garden, and our backs bent down with pain. 

In the shadow of death’s darkness we were slaves to sin and blame. 

Then we cried out in our labor to the only One who hears, 

and the God of mercy wiped away our tears. 

 

Refrain Oh give thanks to the Lord for his love endures forever! 

 We were wandering and lost and our Father brought us home 

 to a safe dwelling place, to a feast of joy and laughter. 

 Oh give thanks to the Lord for he is good. 

 

3) We were fools in our rebellion with our hunger strike of pride; 

we were sick and growing closer to the death we should have died. 

Then he heard of our condition, and he called us by our names, 

and the God of glory took away our shame.  Refrain 

 

4) We were far out on the ocean making wealth and chasing dreams, 

but the waves of great destruction brought us trembling to our knees, 

and we cried like drunken sailors to the only One who hears, 

and the God of comfort took away our fears.  Refrain 
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 THE POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

 

Celebrant   Let us pray.   

 

The People may stand or kneel. 

 

Celebrant and People together pray 

Heavenly Father,  

 we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food  

 of the most precious body and blood of your Son our Savior 

Jesus Christ; 

 and for assuring us in these holy mysteries  

 that we are living members of the body of your Son,  

 and heirs of your eternal Kingdom. 

And now Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do,  

 to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. 

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit,  

 be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.  

 

 

THE BLESSING 

 

The Celebrant gives this blessing 

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and 

minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our 

Lord; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 

Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen. 

 

Please stand. 

   

 

THE DISMISSAL 

 

Deacon Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 

People  Thanks be to God.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Reprinted | podcast | streamed with permission under One License #A-739963. 

All rights reserved.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

WELCOME! 
 

We would love to know you visited us today. 

Please scan the QR code and let us know! 

 

 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Weekly updates may be found on the 

News & Events tab of our website or here: 
 

 

 

 
 

 

  

Church of the Ascension 
An Anglican Church of the ACNA 
4729 Ellsworth Avenue  

Pittsburgh PA 15213 

Phone (412) 621-4361 

www.ascensionpittsburgh.org 


