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Tuesday,  
February 21,  
6 - 8pm 
 

Join the Youth 
Group on Tuesday, 
February 21 for an 
amazing evening of 
flapjack fabulous-
ness and dixie-land 
fun. From 6-8 pm, 
this $5 suggested 
donation dinner will 
help fund upcoming 
youth group mission 

projects for this summer. It’s a great 
opportunity to bring friends and 
neighbors to a fun church activity. 
Because who doesn’t love pancakes? 
If you are interested in helping with 
the dinner, please contact Sarah 
Laribee at slaribee@gmail.com.  
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Wednesday, February 22 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ash Wednesday marks the first day 
of Lent. On Ash Wednesday ashes 
are placed on the foreheads of 
believers as a sign of repentance. 
Three services for the imposition of 
ashes will be held at 7am, Noon and 
7pm. Childcare is available at the  
7pm service. 
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Each Lent a dinner/teaching series takes place over 
the course of four Wednesday evenings on a themed 
topic. This year our Lenten Series will take place on 
the four Wednesday evenings in March: March 7, 14, 
21 and 28. All friends and members of the parish are 
encouraged to attend. Beginning at 6:00pm, a meal 
will be served family style in the parish hall. Children 
and youth will be offered age-appropriate teaching. 
The Rev. Canon Mary Hays, Canon to the Ordinary 
of the Anglican Diocese of Pittsburgh, will speak to 
adults on the topic of “Biblical Journeys for Transition Times”. 
 

Numerous commentators have observed that our era is one increasingly fast-
paced and speedy, often filled with heart-wrenching change. Transition is a fact 
of life for us all. Life at Church of the Ascension is no different. As individuals, 
as families, as a church family, we are jolted by these changes. The Scriptures 
give us lots of examples of how God has used transition times to shape His 
people and to lead them into a deeper, more fruitful walk with Him. Come 
explore some of these Biblical journeys during this year’s Lenten series. 
 

March 7 The Lenten Journey of Jesus 

March 14 The Original Biblical “Transition Time” 

March 21 Transitions of Identity 

March 28 Transplanted Faith 
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As has become our custom, we serve a casserole family-style at 
tables. Recipes and foil pans are provided at the displays in the 
Parish Hall and the Education Wing Hallway beginning Sunday, 
February 12th. For more information or to volunteer,  
contact marilyn.chislaghi@ascensionpittsburgh.org 

The Rev. Canon  
Mary Hays 
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We are happy to welcome two new staff members! Kathryn Hodges is our  
Assistant Director of Music and will be focusing her work on worship leadership 
at the 9am service. April Stromberg is our Assistant Children’s Director and will 
be leading the children’s program at the 11am service. Welcome to you both! The 
following brief bios will help us get to know them a bit better. 
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Kathryn grew up in Knoxville, TN in a missionary  
family. She has played piano since she was 6 and enjoys  
piano, songwriting, guitar, and a little bit of banjo. She 
learned to love both the depth and beauty of hymns and 
the freedom and joy of contemporary music at the  
vibrant non-denominational church her family attended. 
She got her BA in Historical Theology at Moody Bible 
Institute in Chicago which launched her on search for a 
tradition that approached Scripture and the world with 
intellectual honesty, mystery, beauty and a missional  
focus. She started an MA at Trinity School for Ministry 
when she and her husband moved to Pittsburgh in 2008 

and discovered a community and approach to life and faith where she belonged. 
The last couple years she has had the chance to be a part of the worship leader-
ship at Allegheny Center Alliance Church where she enjoyed the challenge and 
opportunity of worshipping in a very diverse setting. She grew a ton through that 
experience and is thrilled now to have a chance at Ascension to use her contem-
porary music background in a deeply liturgical service. Kathryn is committed to 
creating robust and expressive music that invites people to voice their joy, their 
sorrows, and their allegiance to the King of all Creation. She and her husband 
Sam live on the central north side with their one year old daughter Mary Lou and 
are excited to get plugged in at Ascension! 
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April is very excited to work with the children 
and families of the Church of the Ascension! 
She and her husband Matt began worshiping 
at Ascension last fall after relocating to  
Pittsburgh in order for Matt to begin studies 
at Trinity School for Ministry. They were  
delighted to discover a vibrant, faithful, 
Christ-honoring church with such a rich  
Anglican heritage. They were especially  
impressed by the fantastic children’s  
program and the church’s commitment to 

caring for its youngest members. It seemed like an ideal place to begin their 
family, as they expect their first child in June. Before moving to Pittsburgh, 
April worked for seven years at Upland Country Day School, a non-sectarian 
independent school in the Philadelphia area. She taught Middle School history 
and Spanish. Prior to that, she worked in a non-profit ministry called Covenant 
Mercies and taught Spanish to grades 3-8 in Penn Christian Academy. She graduated 
from West Chester University in 2000 with a Bachelors of Education in History 
and Spanish. April looks forward to bringing her experience as a teacher, and 
years of volunteer work in children’s ministry to bear on the kid’s program at 
the 11am service. She will work closely with Katharine Luckett to structure 
an engaging program that provides continuity and a nurturing environment for 
the children of Ascension. 

Matt and April Stromberg 

Kathryn Hodges 
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The Anglican 4th Day is a week-
end (previously called Cursillo)  
where participants from all over 
the diocese come to experience 
what is “fundamental to being a 
Christian” in a Christian community 
where prayer support, love, and joy 
are emphasized. The weekend 
enlivens people to the reality of 
Christ’s love and presence in a 
way that leads to greater action 
in witness to Christ, both within 
the Church and in the world at 
large. Besides which, it is a lot of 
fun! The weekend retreat begins 
Thursday evening and finishes 
Sunday afternoon. The retreat is 
open to anyone from a Protestant 
or Catholic denomination, so if 
you have friends at other churches, 
feel free to invite them. Anyone 
out of high school and older is 
welcome to participate. We 
would like to call your attention 
to the upcoming Anglican 4th Day 
weekends: 
 

·  Men’s weekend February 23-26 
·  Women’s weekend March 15-18 
  

Both weekends will be conducted 
at the Kearns Spirituality Center  
on the campus of LaRoche. For 
more information or for a regis-
tration form, contact Judy Yadrick 
at the church office (ext. 210).  
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The Rev. Dr. Ann Paton 
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Over the years, many Ascensionites have supported the 
Love and Care Family International’s ministry with  
orphaned and abandoned children in Kampala, Uganda.  
Dr. Sylvia Tamusuza, the ministry’s founder, will be  
visiting the Pittsburgh area from January 29-April 4, 
2012. Many at Ascension know Dr. Sylvia well as she 
worshipped with us while studying at the University of 
Pittsburgh. In February, there will be two opportunities 
to learn more about this ministry and to connect with her. 
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The Ascension Sunday School children have been    
supporting the Love and Care Family children 
through their weekly and Advent offerings. The 
Board of the Love and Care Family International and 
Dr. Sylvia would like to thank the Sunday School 
children with a reception time both after the 9am and 11am services on Sunday, 
February 12. Sweets will be provided. Please come to the Parish Hall after the 
worship service and greet Dr. Sylvia, learn more about the ministry of the 
Love and Care Family and enjoy the reception. 
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On Sunday, February 26 after the 11am service the Love and Care Family will 
host a luncheon in the Hunt rooms. There will be tastes of African food as 
well as a light lunch for those interested in learning more about this ministry. 
Current sponsors and those interested in becoming sponsors are urged to attend.  

 

For more information please contact Denise Cox at denisejcox@yahoo.com or  
724-443-0566. 
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���� Hunt Rooms�
8:30am Registration & Continental Breakfast 
9am – 3pm Retreat 
�
������� The Rev. Dr. Ann Paton 
������ $20 includes breakfast and lunch�
���
�����
���� Please register and pay in advance  
by February 12.  A registration table will be available  
in the Parish Hall after services February 5 and 12.  
�����	��
������� Ellen Meadows at etm7@verizon.net  
Or (128 Eade Ave, Glenshaw PA 15116) 
 

Have you ever sung or said a Psalm? (psung or psaid a psalm)? Of course you 
have! In worship we always read and frequently sing a biblical psalm. The 
Psalms speak for us. They voice to God our lives and hearts: our joy, grief, anger, 
doubt, confusion, contentment, hope, despair...the ubiquitous "whatever." But 
have you ever tried making up a psalm of your own? Believe me, if Miriam, 
Hannah and Mary can do it, so can you. This is your chance. I'll show you how. 
No experience needed. And you’ll go home with a “new song.” – Ann Paton 
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1. Robert Webb, Peter Webb 
Daniel Kusbit, Moyo Adebajo 
Lulu Hodges 
2. Paige Forster 
3. Bill Lindberg, Tom Hillman 
Andrew Cummings 
4. Isabella Very, Gloria Kuhn 
6. Samuel Forsythe 
7. Denny Thompson, David Weeber 
Lisa Sayre, Christina Hayes 
8. Nik Seiber 
9. Barb Franzen, Paul Henry 
Juanita Brannan, Jon Houck 
John Rankin 
10. Hannah Hall 
11. Stevan Betcher 
12. Paul Anderson 
13. Benn Wilson, Tristen Slaczka 
14. Bonnie Liefer, Jim Rankin (Sr.) 
James Rankin, (Jr.), Zara Ostrander 
15. Matt Stromberg 
16. Jolene Belferman, Jennifer Berger 
Jeannie Martin, Robert Terwilliger  
17. Karen Gowdy  
18. Ann Tefft, Jay Gilmer 
21. Eric Newhouse, Katarina Mertz 
23. Andi Thieman, Jake Meyers 
24. Douglas Spence  
25. Brian Slaczka 
26. Rebecca Tickner 
Isabella Wortham 
27. Kathy Barnard, Alex Tiel 
Patrick Love, Jonathan Meeks 
28. Kate Carlson 
29. Matthew Kusbit 
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Our condolences are extended  
to the family of  Michael  
Antonopolos who died Saturday. 
January 28. The funeral was   
Saturday, February 4, 2012. 
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Articles for the April Ascent are due 
March 15 and will be available 
March 25. 
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Men of all ages are invited to our second Saturday breakfast February 25 at 8am in 
the Parish Hall. Over 50 men were present at our first breakfast last month. Our 
breakfasts are opportunities to explore how you can walk with other men and see 
your faith grow and strengthen. Whether in our work or relationships or our  
personal lives, we should not walk alone but encourage each other to be strong and 
courageous. We hope this to be an opportunity to explore in more depth disciple-
ship and mutual accountability relationships. Contact Allen Burnett for more  
information. His email is ajburnett4@gmail.com and phone number 412-215-6846. 
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 New to Ascension Library and for your winter time viewing are the following: 
 

Faith Lessons on the Early Church  - #41 (2 Video tapes) - A video tour in 
Israel and Turkey, where the early church on fire with the message of Jesus, 
changed the world. 

 

A Man Called Peter - #42 (Video)-  The true story of a man’s friendship with 
God, Peter Marshall 

 

The Ten Commandments by Cecil B. DeMille (2 DVDs)  - #13  
 

Walking the Bible, Journey by land through the 5 Books of Moses - # 14 (DVD) 
 

In Search of Easter by National Geographic - #15 (DVD) 
 

Five People You Meet in Heaven by Mitch Albom - #16  (DVD) 
 

Jesus, The Complete Story – The Early Years (Discovery Channel) - #17 (DVD) 
 

Jesus, The Complete Story – The Last Day (Discovery Channel) - #18  (DVD) 
 

Jesus, The Complete Story – The Mission (Discovery Channel) - #19  (DVD) 
 

Faith Like Potatoes…Based on a true story of a farmer -  #20  (DVD) 
 

Black Beauty… one of the world’s most beloved animal stories - #21  (DVD) 
 

One Night with the King … epic about Biblical Esther - #22  (DVD) 
 

These and more are located under the Video/DVD section of our library, located in 
the parish hall. Please remember to return the borrowed items promptly. Also, 
please no donated books until further notice. Thank you. 
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Jubilee is the Coalition for Christian Outreach’s annual  
college student conference. A catalytic event created to  
provide “a vision of and for life” to help followers of  
Jesus grow in living out their faith in every area of life. 
Encouraging students to consider the public implications 
of their own personal transformation and what it means to be faithful to God in 
their university years and their vocational pursuits that will follow. Visit 
www.jubileeconference.com for more information or contact Jonny Cagwin,  
Director of Campus Ministry at Church of the Ascension. 


